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ABSTRACT / ZUSAMMENFASSUNG / ABREGE 



02255310.1 



Liquid is distributed substantially uniformly in a liquid-vapour separation column located on 
an off-shore floating platform such as a ship using a liquid distributor comprising a primary 
distribution zone (18) and at least one secondary distributor (20), the primary distribution 
zone being In fluid communication with the or each secondary distributor (28) and the or 
each secondary distributor having a plurality of liquid distribution apertures (36) providing 
said fluid communication between the liquid distributor and the column. The liquid 
distributor Is characterised in that: 

i) The distance between the two apertures that are furthest apart in the or each 
secondary distributor (the "characteristic length") is such that the liquid distributor 
provides, at each angle of tilt, a standard deviation of liquid flow rates through the 
apertures of the or each secondary distributor that is less than a first predetermined 
maximum for all angles of tilt; and 

ii) the difference in flow rate between the aperture having maximum liquid flow and the 
aperture having minimum liquid flow In the or each secondary distributor at each angle 
of tilt is less than a second predetermined maximum for all angles of tilt, 

said first and second predetermined maxima being determined by the required degree of 
liquid-vapour separation. On advantage of such a liquid distributor is that liquid can be 
distributed substantially uniformly when the column is tilted. 
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